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Since then, Imperial County’s Public Works Department has been investigating the possibility of forming 

a County Sanitation District, to take over the functions of the NSD. 

Currently, the rate of $37.74 per EDU is still in effect.  However, the EDUs assigned to certain properties 

were updated and some property owners were charged less in the current fiscal year than before, 

further deteriorating the revenue of the NSD. 

 

 

Facilities 

The Niland community is served by a system of gravity sanitary sewer collection pipelines. The pipelines 

range from 4-inch to 12-inch in diameter and are primarily situated in a grid-like pattern within an 

approximate 0.50 square mile radius, encompassing the Niland Community. The sewer pipeline 

collection system is bound by the Southern Pacific Railroad to the northeast, Noffsinger Road to the 

south and Highway 111 to the west. There are three collection pipelines crossing Highway 111 to the 

west and one sanitary sewer collection pipeline within the Caltrans right-of-way on the east side of the 

highway running in a north south orientation. It was noted that in a few locations, the pipeline crosses 

into private properties. 

There are a total of 111 manholes within the 32,000 lineal feet of the pipeline collection system. The 

system flows by gravity from the Highway 111 and Noffsinger Road intersection, south approximately 



 

NSD, March 2018 Rate Study: Prepared by RCAC Page 7 

 

2,640 feet along the east side of Highway 111 and the approximately 2,000 feet west along Alcott Road 

to the existing lift station at the WWTP. 

The Niland treatment plant is comprised of 17.46 acres located on the south side of Alcott Road. The 

Plant consists of a pump station, three aerated ponds that operate in series, a chlorination and de-

chlorination basin, a chemical storage structure and a laboratory/staff building.6 

Customers 

According to the US Census, American Community Survey (ACS) statistics, between 2000 and 2016, the 

population decreased by 24 percent from 1143 to 868 persons. The population serviced by the NSD is 

more accurately estimated at 1,344 persons which is based on 448 residential sewer connections (389 

Single Family Residences; 10 Multiple Family Residences; 33 Mobile Home Parks; 16 Motel Parcels) 

multiplied by 3 persons per household, the average household size in 2015.  The NSD does not expect 

any new connections in the next five years. 

Current Processing Capacity 

The NSD Plant NPDES permit lists the rated plant capacity as 0.5 MGD. The NSD plant effluent flows 

have been historically, significantly lower than the rated plant capacity. The exhibit on the following 

page depicts the measured plant flows for Calendar Year 2014, per records obtained from NSD 

Operator. 

The planned improvements will not increase the capacity of the plant. 

 

 

Regulatory Compliance 

The NSD treatment plant has a long history of compliance issues with the Colorado River Basin RWQCB.  

The majority of the violations are due to treatment not meeting permit requirements for E-Coli 

(bacteria), Copper, and Thallium.  

                                                           
6 Niland Sanitary District, Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements, Supplemental Preliminary 
Engineering Report, September 2016, The Holt Group. 
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